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Tune 29, 2009

The Honorable Joe Simitian

Chair, Senate Environmental Quality Committee
State Capitol Building, Room 2205

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 479 (Chesbro) Solid Waste: diversion- Oppose
Dear Chairman Simitian,

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA), the largest
association of solid waste professionals (7,700 members), i1s committed to
advancing the practices of environmentally and economically sound management
of municipal solid waste. On behalf of their California Chapters, I am writing to
oppose AB 479 (Chesbro) regarding the diversion of solid waste.

AB 479, if enacted, would increase the mandatory diversion rate from 50 petcent
to 60 percent by January 1, 2015 and 75 percent by January 1, 2020. The bill
would also require local governments to adopt and enforce a mandatory
commercial recycling ordinance within their jurisdictions Lastly, the bill would
increase the State waste disposal tipping fee from its current rate of $1.40 to
$3.90 per ton. The additional revenue may be provided to local governments,
subject to ceitain restrictions, all at the sole discretion of the California Integrated
Waste Management Board.

AB 479 recognizes the need for jurisdictions to commit resources to meet these
new requirements by incieasing the solid waste disposal fee and returning
portions of this increase to local governments. However, we feel that the $2.50
increase to the tipping fee is too steep and could lead to an increase in illegal
dumping. Second, we fear that much of this increase will be absorbed by the
State to address its own fiscal shortfalls, maintain the Waste Board’s functions,
and/or offset administrative costs to implement programs. And finally, as steep
as the increase is, the amount being returned to jurisdictions is likely not to
equate to the costs of meeting the increased diversion requirement.

For these reasons, SWANA regretfully must oppose AB 479 (Chesbro).

Sincerely,

Paul Yoder
Legislative Advocate

Cec:  Members and Consultants, Senate Environmental Quality Committee
The Honorable Wesley Chesbro




