
April 13, 2005 
 
The Honorable Ira Ruskin 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Environmental Safety 
State Capitol Building, Room 4139 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 1125 (Pavley) Household Battery Recycling Act – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Assemblyman Ruskin, 
 
The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is composed of 
approximately 7000 public and private sector solid waste management professionals 
throughout North America dedicated to the development and enhancement of 
environmentally and economically sound practices and policies for the integrated 
management of municipal solid waste.  There are approximately 900 members of 
SWANA in California, and on their behalf I am writing in support of AB 1125 
(Pavley), as introduced February 22, 2005. 
 
AB 1125 would enact the Household Battery Recycling Act of 2006, and define terms 
for the purposes of this act, including “household battery.”  AB 1125 would also 
require retailers of household batteries to install a system for the collection of used 
household batteries for reuse, recycling, or proper disposal.  This service would be 
provided at no cost to the consumer of a used household battery. 
 
According to a report cited by the California EPA there were 507,259,000 batteries 
sold in California in the year 2001. According to survey results published in the 
report, only 55% of these batteries were recycled. Batteries are a unique product 
comprised of heavy metals and other elements that make things “portable”. Some of 
these toxic heavy metals include nickel cadmium, alkaline, mercury, nickel metal 
hydride and lead acid. It is these elements that can threaten our environment if not 
properly discarded.  
 
AB 1125 (Pavley) would provide a solution for properly disposing of used batteries,  
For this reason, the California Chapters of SWANA urge you to support AB 1125 
when it is heard before your committee. Thank you for your consideration of our 
position. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Yvette Gomez Agredano 
Legislative Advocate 
SWANA, California Chapters 
 
cc:  Members, Assembly Committee on Environmental Safety 
 The Honorable Greg Aghazarian 
 Consultants, Assembly Committee on Environmental Safety 
 Will Dickinson, Chair, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force 
 Mark Urquhart, Secretary, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force 


