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FLOOR ALERT

OPPOSE – AB 2296
May 19, 2006

TO:
ALL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

FROM:
Yvette Gómez Agredano, Legislative Advocate, SWANA 

CC:
The Honorable Cindy Montanez

RE: 
AB 2296 (Montanez) Solid waste: landfill: closure, postclosure 


maintenance, and corrective action

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is composed of approximately 7000 public and private sector solid waste management professionals throughout North America dedicated to the development and enhancement of environmentally and economically sound practices and policies for the integrated management of municipal solid waste.  There are approximately 900 members of SWANA in California, and on their behalf I am writing to urge you to oppose AB 2296 (Montanez), as amended on May 3, when it is heard in your committee. 

This bill would require a person owning or operating a solid waste facility to submit a correction action plan for the closure of the facility to the Integrated Waste Management Board.  
SWANA urges you to take the following into consideration:

· The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) has been holding a series of workshops over the past two years to evaluate the current landfill post-closure care and financial assurance regulations.  To date, the CIWMB has yet to offer any specific findings or recommendations pursuant to this review.  

· Likewise, the US EPA is also reviewing the solid waste landfill post-closure care and financial assurance regulatory framework for solid waste facilities at the federal level.  
· The need for this legislation has not been clearly or convincingly established.  California already has the safest, most heavily regulated landfills in the US.

· In addition, AB 2296 contains language that does not make sense or is redundant with existing solid waste regulations currently in place.
· The proposed language of AB 2296 implies that post-closure care needs to be extended in perpetuity as long as the landfill poses a threat to the human health and the environment.  Certainly a laudable goal, but how does any one know exactly how long that will be when a landfill first closes?  
Instead of enacting AB 2296, a better approach would be for the US EPA and CIWMB to conclude their review of the existing regulatory structure for solid waste landfill post-closure care and financial assurance.  The US EPA and CIWMB may conclude that adjustments to existing regulations are warranted.  If the agencies determine that statutory authority is unclear, then discussion of legislative changes would be appropriate at that time.
Thank you for your consideration of our position. 
