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August 1, 2006
The Honorable Kevin Murray

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

State Capitol, Room 2206

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:
AB 2928 Green building construction: guidelines – SUPPORT

Dear Senator Murray,

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is composed of approximately 7000 public and private sector solid waste management professionals throughout North America dedicated to the development and enhancement of environmentally and economically sound practices and policies for the integrated management of municipal solid waste.  There are approximately 900 members of SWANA in California, and on their behalf I am writing to urge you to support AB 2928 (Laird), regarding green building construction guidelines.

This bill requires the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) to develop voluntary green building guidelines for residential home construction by January 1, 2008.
Residential housing is a significant economic force, but the construction of a 2,000 square foot home creates about three to five tons of waste.  Over 220,000 new housing units will be needed annually over the next 15 years to accommodate population growth.  Homes in California must comply with strict energy efficiency requirements, but there are currently no requirements for other green building features.  This bill attempts to provide clear guidelines for homeowners and the construction industry to    encourage comprehensive green building practices. 

For these reasons, the California Chapters of SWANA urge you to support AB 2928 when it is heard before your committee.

Sincerely,
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          Mark Urquhart, Secretary, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force
