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April 6, 2006

The Honorable Ira Ruskin

Chair, Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee

1020 N Street, Room 171

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:
AB 3001 (Pavley) Electronic waste: personal computers – SUPPORT

Dear Assemblyman Ruskin,

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is composed of approximately 7000 public and private sector solid waste management professionals throughout North America dedicated to the development and enhancement of environmentally and economically sound practices and policies for the integrated management of municipal solid waste.  There are approximately 900 members of SWANA in California, and on their behalf I am writing to urge you to support AB 3001 (Pavley), regarding personal computers as electronic waste.

AB 3001 would expand California’s Electronics Waste Recycling Act to cover all personal computers.  Existing law is limited to computer monitors, lap top computers, and televisions.  This measure would establish a point of sale recycling fee of $6.  Revenue would be used to finance the collection of discarded computers through a network of ‘free and convenient’ recycling locations and programs.

More than 6 million computers become obsolete in California everyday (more than 110,000 tons annually).  Current law covers less than half of the state’s currently disposed electronic waste.  By expanding the scope of the EWRA, AB 3001 will help expand the existing collection infrastructure to provide free and convenient recycling for these products.  

For these reasons, the California Chapters of SWANA urge you to support AB 3001 when it is heard before your committee.

Sincerely,

[image: image2.png]SOLID WASTE ASSOCIATION

of North America

CALIFORNIA CHAPTERS
FOUNDING
SIERRA
GOLDRUSH
LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE

www.swanacal-leg.org

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATES
PAUL J. YODER
YVETTE GOMEZ AGREDANO
Shaw/Yoder, Inc.

1415 L Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 446-4656
FAX (916) 446-4318
paul@shawyoder.org
yvette@shawyoder.org

CHAIR
R. SCOTT JOHNSTON
Merced County DPW
Solid Waste Division
2222 M Street, Room 206
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 385-7388

Irsi@co.merced.ca.us

VICE CHAIR
GRACE CHAN
LA County Sanitation Districts
1955 Workman Mill Road
Whittier, CA 90601
(662) 699-7411 ext. 2402
gchan@lacsd.org

TREASURER
JOHN B. ABERNETHY
Sacramento County
9850 Goethe Road
Sacramento, CA 95827
(916) 8754527
abernethyj@SacCounty.net

SECRETARY
MARK URQUHART PE.
Shaw Environmental
& Infrastructure
1326 North Market Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95834
(630) 626-4771
Mark.Urquhart@shawgrp.com




Yvette Gomez Agredano
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cc:  
Members, Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee


The Honorable Fran Pavley


Consultants, Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee

          R. Scott Johnston, Chair, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force

          Mark Urquhart, Secretary, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force
