SOLID WASTE ASSOCIATION
of North Americs

CALIFORNIA CHAPTERS
FOUNDING
SIERRA

GOLDRUSH
LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE

www.swanacaHeg.org

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATES
PAUL J. YODER
Shaw/Yoder/Antwih, inc.
1415 L Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 446-4656
FAX (916) 446-4316
paul@shawyoderantwih.com

CHAIR

WILLIAM MERRY, PE., BCEE
Monterey Regional
Waste Management District

14201 Del Monte Boulevard
PO, Box 1670
Maring, CA 93933
(831) 384-5313
wmernry@mrwmd.org

VICE CHAIR
LISAWOOD
CITY OF SAN DIEGO
9601 Ridgehaven Court #210
San Diego, CA 92123
ffwood@sandiego.gov

TREASURER
NANCY L EWERT, PE.
KERN COUNTY
2700 M Street, Suite 500
Bakersfield, CA 93301
nancye@co kern.ca.us

SECRETARY
MARK URQUHART, PE.
Senior Project Manager
HDR ENGINEERING, INC
2365 fron Point Rd. #300
Folsom, CA 95630
(916) 817-4933
Mark.Urquhart@hdrinc.com

June 23, 2011

The Honorable Joe Simitian

Chair, Senate Environmental Quality Committee
State Capitol, Room 2205

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 480 (Solorio) Insurance: solid waste facilities - OPPOSE
Dear Chair Simitian,

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA), the largest association of
solid waste professionals (7,700 members), is committed to advancing the practices of
environmentally and economically sound management of municipal solid waste. On
behalf of their California Chapters, I am urging you to OPPOSE AB 480 (Solorio)
regarding insurance requirements for solid waste facilities.

AB 480 would specify that an insurance carrier established by a solid waste facility
operator to meet the financial assurance obligations of that operator that meets all of
those specified requirements shall be eligible to provide that insurance and shall not be
required to be a California admitted insurer nor be required to provide the insurance
through a surplus line broker.

The California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, CalRecycle,
(formerly the California Integrated Waste Management Board) in conjunction with the
State Water Resources Control Board, developed regulations, related to captive
isurance, which became effective in 2002, after many hearings and significant input by
all stakeholders including, but not limited to, landfill owners/operators and local
governments. Any proposal which weakens existing regulations or releases captive
msurance companies from CDI requirements would pose a financial risk to the State and
more specifically local governments,

In the event a landfill owner/operator, owning the affected insurance company, files for
bankruptcy or walks away from its fiduciary responsibility, it would leave those cities
and counties that had used the facility for disposal of solid waste generated by their
residents and businesses liable for most of the cost of the landfill’s closure, post closure
maintenance, and/or corrective action, and related environmental impairments.

For these reasons, SWANA regretfully must OPPOSE AB 480 (Solorio) and urges your
“no” vote when it is heard in committee.

Sinc

essa Wallace
Legislative Advocate

Cc: Members and Consultants, Senate Environmental Quality Committee
The Honorable Jose Solorio



