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December 6, 2004

The Honorable Rosario Marin

Chair, California Integrated Waste Management Board

1001 I Street

P.O. Box 4025, MS-15

Sacramento, CA  95812-4025

Subject:  
Comments on the Proposed Conversion Technology Regulations 
Dear Chair Marin:

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is composed of approximately 7000 public and private sector solid waste management professionals throughout North America dedicated to the development and enhancement of environmentally and economically sound practices and policies for the integrated management of municipal solid waste.  There are approximately 900 members of SWANA in California.  The California Chapters of SWANA consider this regulatory package proposal to be premature, given the lack of urgency in pending facility proposals before the Board. 
While SWANA is supportive of the CIWMB’s efforts regarding this issue, it is imperative that the CIWMB consider reasonable alternatives to its proposed course of action.  We are disappointed that the proposed regulations have failed to consider any of the findings of the recently completed Waste Board's Life Cycle and Market Impact Assessments Report. Staff has indicated that any revisions to the proposal can be handled in an additional public comment period and/or "requires changes to legislation and is outside of the scope of the regulations."   Specifically, 
Therefore, we respectfully urge the Board to place the current proposal on hold and take leadership in seeking out legislation that would:

 

· Remove conversion technologies from transformation.

 

· Provide for performance -based standards for environmental compliance which are to be regulated by existing state environmental regulating agencies.

 

· Provide for diversion credit for conversion technology facilities as identified by the Life Cycle and Market Impact Assessment Report. It should be noted that the need for diversion credit is further substantiated by the Board Resolution No. 2002 - 177.
SWANA appreciates the opportunity to comment on this issue and we would be happy to provide any further information requested. If you have any questions during the consideration of these comments, please feel free to contact me at (916) 446-4656.

Very truly yours,
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Yvette Gómez Agredano

Legislative Advocate

SWANA, California Chapters

cc:
Other Members, CIWMB


Patty Wohl, Deputy Director, Waste Prevention and Market Development

Brian Larrimore, Staff, Waste Prevention and Market Development

Mike Mohajer, Chair, SWANA Calif. Chapters, Legislative Task Force

            Mark Urqhardt, Secretary, SWANA Calif. Chapters, Legislative Task Force
 

