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Via: Electronic mail
Little Hoover Commission
925 L Street, Suite 805

Sacramento, Ca.  95814

RE:  GRP 1 – California Integrated Waste Management Board

         Opposition to proposal to absorb CIWMB into Cal EPA and transfer its functions to

         a department

Dear Chairman Alpert:

On behalf of a broad coalition of local government, waste industry and environmental groups, we submit these comments on the proposal to absorb CIWMB into Cal/EPA and transfer its functions to a department.  

Introduction: We believe that the proposal to transfer the functions of the Waste Board to a department is not in the best interest of California.  While we appreciate and support the goal of increasing efficiency and providing better service to the citizens of California, we believe that a further examination of the functions of the Waste Board points to the importance of retaining an independent board structure and not transferring that function to a department within Cal/EPA.  We are particularly concerned that the Governor’s proposal would insulate critical solid waste management decision making from public review.  Further, the Governor’s proposal will not result in any savings to the General Fund – 100% of the Waste Board’s functions are supported by fees imposed on the solid waste service providers or generators of waste.

Support for the Waste Board:  The organizations and businesses represented in this letter have been involved in waste, recycling and environmental issues before the Board for nearly fifteen years.  Through the efforts of the Waste Board, California has taken a leadership role in recycling and integrated waste management, beginning in 1989 with the enactment of AB 939 (the California Integrated Waste Management Act). More recently, California is once again in a leadership role with the implementation of SB 20, the state’s e-waste recycling program.  The exemplary efforts of the Waste Board to implement the e-waste recycling program, implement AB 939 and to provide public access to solid waste management decision making are key examples of why we believe a board structure should be retained.

The Board has a robust and important stakeholder process, which ensures that all sectors of the public are able to provide input to the Board’s deliberations.  The Board’s structure insures an opportunity for meaningful participation in a visible decision making process.

Opposition to a Department:  The organizations represented in this letter oppose transferring the functions of the Board to a department within Cal/EPA. We believe that such a transfer will result in a loss of public access on important business matters, a loss of sensitivity to local government and environmental issues before the Board, and loss of an open, visible and public decision-making process.  While we have great respect for the dedicated staff of the Waste Board, there are numerous examples of occasions when the Board members have responded to concerns raised by one or more of our groups and have directed the staff to pursue a different approach.  

This is not a hypothetical scenario, but a concern based upon real world experience. For example, very recently local government representatives expressed concern to Board members about a staff proposal regarding household hazardous waste grants. The procedure proposed by staff was unworkable, unfair and had not provided for an opportunity for meaningful public input. 

The majority of Board members agreed with local government that the staff’s proposal was flawed. After a vigorous discussion in a public meeting, the Board directed staff to modify the proposal in a way that addressed the concerns raised by local government.  We doubt that this positive result would have been possible in a department structure.  

Alternative Proposal:  As stated above, we recognize and support the Administration’s goal of improving efficiency and service to all Californians.  Thus, we believe that it may be possible to restructure the Waste Board in a way that accomplishes that goal as well as provide an opportunity for public access, stakeholder input and “sunshine” on decision-making.  There are a number of ways that the structure and responsibilities of the Waste Board could be modified to address any concerns the Governor may have.  

Our businesses and organizations stand ready to engage in a thoughtful discussion about how best to improve efficiency and service, while at the same time providing open, visible, and public decision-making.  However, at this time, we must respectfully oppose the current proposal to transfer the functions of the Waste Board to a department within Cal/EPA and urge that the Little Hoover Commission recommend that the proposal be deleted from GRP 1.  Once deleted, we would be pleased to discuss alternative ways in which the Governor’s concerns can be effectively and efficiently addressed.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views with the Commission.

Sincerely,

	Chuck Helget

President
Allied Waste Industries, Inc.

Phone: 916/563-7123


	Mark Murray
Californians Against Waste
Phone: 916/443-5422

	Josh Pane
California Refuse Removal Council, North

Phone: 916/447-8982


	Kelly Astor
California Refuse Removal Council, South

Phone: 714/634-8050

	George Caamano

California Waste Association

Phone: 714/630-2307


	Yvonne Hunter
League of California Cities

Phone: 916/658-8242

	Marc Aprea
Republic Services, Inc.
Phone: 916/448-3075


	Bill Magavern

Senior Legislative Representative

Sierra Club California

Phone: 916/557-1100 x102



	Yvette Gómez Agredano

Solid Waste Association of North America, California Chapters

Phone: 916/446-4656


	S. Kent Stoddard

Vice President
Waste Management
Phone: 916/448-4675


cc:  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

      Members, Little Hoover Commission

      Executive Director, Little Hoover Commission

      Paul Miner, California Performance Review

      Members, CIWMB

      Alan Lloyd, Secretary, California Environmental Protection Agency

      Terry Tamminen, Cabinet Secretary
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