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MINUTES OF SWANA CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE

TASK FORCE TELEPHONE MEETING

May 5, 2005
By:  Mark Urquhart, Secretary

The Legislative Task Force (LTF) telephone conference started at about 11:00 AM.  A quorum was present as there were twelve voting members present, and at least one voting member from each chapter.  The list of people that participated is Attachment A.  The agenda is Attachment B.  The items at the meeting were discussed in the order below, not necessarily according to the agenda order.  
I.
BUSINESS ITEMS AND LTF ACTIVITIES


Introductions

Introductions included those listed on Attachment A

Approval of Minutes

Will Dickinson asked if there were any comments on and a motion to approve the minutes form the March 17, 2005 meeting.  It was discussed that the wording on AB177 should be changed and Mike Mohajer’s name was listed twice on the roster and should be made only once.
Motion:

John Abernethy made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 17, 2005 meeting, with the above changes.  Mike Mohajer seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Will Dickinson asked if there were any comments on and a motion to approve the minutes form the April 7, 2005 meeting.  There were no comments. 
Motion:

Mike Mohajer made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 7, 2005 meeting.  Scott Johnston seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Scott Johnston said the treasurer’s report in the meeting packet (Attachment C) indicates that the LTF fund had a balance of $35,456.08 as of April 28, 2005.  Will Dickinson asked if there were any comments on the treasurer’s report.  There were none. 

Motion:

John Abernethy made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Jason Moore seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Western Regional Symposium Update
Yvette Agredano discussed that SB 420 had been dropped by the author, and therefore the LTF lost Alan Gordon as a potential speaker.  She said that the CIWMB will not send any staff for the panel but will send board members Mule and Marin.  Chuck White, Waste Management of North America, and John Abernethy, Sacramento County.  She said David Roberti from Bioenergy Producers Association declined, but he will try to get another Board member from his organization. Mike Mohajer said he would follow through with getting a person from that organization because he knows them. She is also trying to get Randy Pestor, who is a legislative consultant to the Senate Environmental Quality committee.  Will Dickinson said that he will serve as the session proctor if no one else is found; Yvette Agredano will act as moderator. Yvette Agredano will also look for another person to be on the panel.  Yvette Agredano will send a list of those who we have confirmed their participation on the panel to Jaime Perez, the Symposium committee head .  Yvette Agredano discussed that she will also ask Jaime Perez about being able to place fliers about the session at the registration table to promote attendance at the session.
Next Meeting Date
The next telephone meeting date was confirmed as being at the SWANA Western Regional Symposium, Tuesday, May 17th from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. It was decided the meeting will not include business items but will have an introduction about how the LTF operates. 

II
LEGISLATION

Yvette Agredano led discussion on the following bills and issues:
AB 1090:  This bill relates to diversion and conversion technologies.  The bill was held over in the Assembly Natural Resources (ANR) committee.  The committee will hold an informational on the topic, as early as possible, which would be in July 2005.  If the hearing is scheduled later in the year, it may become a two year bill.  It was discussed that there is a broad coalition in favor of the bill, which may have surprised opponents.  The LTF will continue to support the bill.
AB 399:  Yvette Agredano stated that this is a multi-family residential recycling bill.  There were recent amendments to the bill that Yvette Agredano had previously asked the LTF to review.  The League of Cities is neutral on this bill.  The LTF is currently only watching this bill.  It was discussed that the trend of state level law micro-managing local programs contained in the bill is poor.  It was discussed that the LTF may want to comment over the micromanagement, the move toward state management of local programs, and other concerns even if a neutral position is taken.  
SB 411:  Yvette Agredano stated this bill that would eliminate green waste as being counted towards a jurisdictions 50% diversion goal as set by AB 939 (Sher, 1989).  The LTF sent a letter opposing the bill.  Environmental groups sent mass emails supporting the bill.  Yvette Agredano said that the author could apply for rule waivers to hear the bill soon, as they will not confirm if it will become a two-year bill.  The LTF will continue to oppose and watch this bill.  It was discussed that the SWIG letter was good and LTF should consider signing on to it.  The LTF may want to testify and add the points that there currently are not enough markets available and that massive investment in existing source separated collection contracts could be negatively impacted.    
SB 926:  Yvette Agredano stated that this bill relates to sewage sludge management.  It was discussed that it now only applies to Kern County.  The bill will go straight to the floor for a vote.  It was discussed that there are still problems with the bill and it should still be opposed.  SB 120 will be introduced as a partner bill, which will need to be reviewed once the language is in print.  LA Sans is the lead on this bill; Yvette is working with Sharon Green on this bill.
SB 928 and SB 420:  Yvette Agredano said SB 420 has been dropped by the author on the request of the Senate Pro Tem so that he may carry SB 928 instead.  SB 928 (Perata &Lowenthal) proposes an “unspecified” diversion goal by the year 2011.  The authors said they will work with stakeholders on the identified goal.  The LTF sent over a letter to the author and committees saying that SWANA wants to be involved in those discussions.  The LTF does not want to be left out if only the League and CSAC are contacted.  The LTF will be asked for its view of a diversion percentage.  It was discussed that there are major concerns that the diversion mandated percentage numbers should not be arbitrary, as is the current case and proposal, and that any number needs to be based on practicality issues.  Current law prohibits any extensions to the current 50% diversion mandate past 12-31-05.  Yvette Agredano said that currently 246 jurisdictions are below 50% diversion and that figure is growing.  There are major problems with the current 50% diversion system, in addition to trying to raise the rates. It was also discussed that a “menu” of program options for compliance approach is also being discussed by bill proponents.  It was decided that LTF needs to work with private industry on opposing this bill.
III
REGULATORY ISSUES

A. Disposal Reporting and Adjustment Method:  Yvette Agredano said there was a stakeholder meeting on April 12, 2005.  The LTF commented.  A big issue is that the LTF and many others wanted the CIWMB to put this regulatory package on hold until legislation proposing changes to the current system could be finalized.  However, the Chairperson is clearly in opposition to putting the package on hold. 

B. Conversion Technology Report to Legislature:   The revised resolution that was approved by the CIWMB in March was rescinded in April.  The CIWMB is now set to approve a new revision of that resolution, which excludes many of the items that the LTF supported in the March version of the resolution.  Yvette Agredano needs to receive comments from the LTF before going down to the CIWMB meeting on the issue in Anaheim.   It was agreed that the LTF should suggest than the resolution be adopted by the CIWMB as proposed; however, it would be suggested that the CIWMB approve a parallel resolution which notes the findings of the study on conversion technologies which were originally included in the March resolution.  Even if not in the report to the legislature, this will allow these findings to be highlighted in a resolution by the Board.  
C. CIWMB Role in Broader LEA and Operator Training:  Yvette Agredano stated that the Permitting & Enforcement Committee meeting held in April 2005 included an item relating to operator and LEA training.  The LTF testified that SWANA would support training programs if they are open to more than only that being provided by the CIWMB.  CIWMB staff will update their board in June 2005.  The LTF, Yvette Agredano and Mike Mohajer, will perform SWANA outreach at a booth at an upcoming LEA conference in Anaheim.  Yvette Agredano had a private meeting with Board Member Washington to discuss the package and SWANA’s MOLO and training opportunities; she also invited him to the Symposium in  Tahoe.
D. Permit Implementation Regulations (AB 1497): Yvette Agredano said that a letter was sent commenting on the regulations, separate from the SWIG letter.    
IV

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20 P.M. 
ATTACHMENT A

ATTENDANCE LIST


SWANA LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE TELEPHONE MEETING

MAY 5, 2005
	Voting Member Chapter
	NAME
	ORGANIZATION
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	VM/Gold Rush
	John Abernethy
	Sacramento County
	916-875-4527
	aberenthyj@SacCounty.net

	VM/Gold Rush
	Will Dickinson (C)
	Placer County
	530-889-7483
	Wdickins@placer.ca.gov 

	VM/Gold Rush
	Mark Urquhart (S)
	EMCON/OWT
	530-626-4771
	murquhart@theitgroup.com 

	VM/Gold Rush
	Larry Sweetser
	Sweetser and Associates/ESJPA
	(510) 703-0898
	sweetser@aol.com

	VM/Founding
	Mike Mohajer (VC)
	LA County IWM Task Force
	909-592-1147
	MikeMohajer@yahoo.com

	VM/Founding 
	Constance Hornig
	Law Offices
	323-934-4601
	Hornig@MSWesq.com

	Alt VM/Founding
	Lisa Wood
	City of San Diego
	858-573-1236
	LFWood@Sandiego.gov

	Alt VM/Founding
	Sharon Green
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411  
	sgreen@lacsd.org 

	VM/Founding
	Kay Martin
	BioEnergy Producers Association
	805-653-5935
	Kay4bioenergy@aol.com

	VM/Sierra
	Marion Miller
	Fresno County
	559-262-4259
	mmiller2@co.fresno.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	Jason Moore
	SECOR
	559-271-2650
	jmoore@secor.com 

	VM/Sierra
	R. Scott Johnston (T)
	Merced County
	209-385-7388
	Irsj@co.merced.ca.us 

	SWANA CA Chapter. Lobbyist
	Yvette Agredano
	Shaw/Yoder, Inc.
	916-446-4656
	Yvette@shawyoder.org 


VM= Voting Member

Ch = Chair

VC = Vice Chair

T = Treasurer

S = Secretary
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SWANA LTF TELECONFERENCE

THURSDAY, CINCO DE MAYO (MAY 5, 2005)

11 AM - NOON
CALL IN NUMBER: 1.800.867.2581

PASSCODE: 1006105 Followed By the # Sign
AGENDA
1) Business Items

a) Introductions

b) Approval of Minutes: March 17, 2005 & April 7, 2005 —Attachments 

c) Approval of Treasurer’s Report—Attachment

d) Western Regional Symposium Update

e) Next Meeting Date— Tuesday, May 17, 2005 4:30pm-5:30pm, Lake Tahoe, Western Regional Symposium
f) Other 

2) Legislation—see attached matrix
a) AB 1090 (Matthews): solid waste: diversion: conversion. LTF Position: Support

b) AB 399 (Montañez): recycling: multifamily dwellings. LTF Position: Watch

c) SB 411 (Alarcon): Solid waste: nonbiodegradable materials. LTF Position: Oppose

d) SB 926 (Florez): sewage sludge management. LTF Position: Oppose

e) SB 928 (Lowenthal) / SB 420 (Simitian):waste management: diversion.

f) Other
3) Regulatory Issues

A.
Disposal Reporting and Adjustment Method:  Issues identified by stakeholders during the first and second 45-day comment periods were discussed at a workshop held as part of the Sustainability and Market Development Committee meeting on April 12, 2005.
B.
Conversion Technology Report—Attachment 3 (Adobe Acrobat (PDF), 38520 KB) , Resolution 2005-114 Draft A1 (Word 2000, 31 KB) , Attachment 4 (Word 2000, 126 KB) , Agenda Item (Word 2000, 61 KB) , Attachment 2 (Word 2000, 38 KB)
C.
CIWMB Role In Broader LEA And Facility Operator Training—Attachment 1 (Word 2000, 88 KB), Agenda Item 
D.
Permit Implementation Regulations (AB 1497): New and revised regulations implementing the requirements of Assembly Bill 1497 (Stats. 2003, Ch. 823), applying new construction and demolition requirements to the regulation of other solid wastes, and clarifying permit process requirements.
E.
Other

4.
Adjournment 
ATTACHMENT C
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              FY 2005 TREASURERS  REPORT

           JANUARY 1, 2005 THROUGH APRIL 28, 2005

BEGINNING BALANCE   1/1/2005 32,539.21 $    

     RECEIPTS

1/7/2005      DUES REIMBURSEMENT 1,020.00 $      

1/13/2005      SOUTHERN MOLO 1,687.29 $      

1/31/2005      INTEREST 2.78 $             

2/22/2005      DUES REIMBURSEMENT 4,410.00 $      

2/28/2005      INTEREST 2.70 $             

3/31/2005      INTEREST 2.86 $             

4/5/2005      DUES REIMBURSEMENT 1,410.00 $      

4/20/2005      DUES REIMBURSEMENT 1,980.00 $      

4/20/2005      MERCED COUNTY 1,000.00 $      

4/28/2005      MONTEREY REG. W.M.D. 2,000.00 $      

4/28/2005      KERN COUNTY 1,500.00 $      

     TOTAL RECEIPTS 15,015.63 $    

     DISBURSEMENTS

2/18/2005      SHAW/YODER,INC. 4,662.46 $      

3/21/2005      SHAW/YODER,INC. 3,413.86 $      

4/5/2005      SHAW/YODER,INC. 4,022.44 $      

     TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 12,098.76 $    

ACCOUNT BALANCE 4/28/2005 35,456.08 $    

REPORT  PREPARED  BY:

Scott Johnston

Treasurer - LTF
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