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MINUTES OF SWANA CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE



TASK FORCE TELEPHONE MEETING

February 1, 2007


By:  Mark Urquhart, Secretary

The Legislative Task Force (LTF) telephone meeting started at about 11:00 AM.  A quorum was present as there were fourteen voting members present, and at least one voting member from each chapter.  A list of people that participated is Attachment A.  The agenda is Attachment B.  

I.
BUSINESS ITEMS AND LTF ACTIVITIES


Chapter Appointments to the LTF:

Mark Urquhart discussed that he had received notifications from the Chapters that  the SWANA members shown in Attachment C were appointed to serve on the LTF for 2007.  The LTF members from 2006 will continue with the exception that for the Sierra Chapter Nancy Ewert, Kern County, will replace Daphne Harley, Kern County.  

Approval of Minutes from October 6, 2006 LTF Workshop Meeting:
Scott Johnston asked if there were any comments on these minutes.  There were none.
 Motion:

Mike Mohajer made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 6, 2006 annual workshop meeting in Sacramento.  Grace Chan seconded the motion.  The motion carried, as all were in favor.

Treasurer’s Report

John Abernethy discussed the treasurer’s report dated December 31, 2006 (Attachment D). He said as of that date there was a balance of $36,877.  John Abernethy said that the LTF finances are in good condition.  It was discussed that some costs have been saved from holding telephone meetings rather than personal meetings.  John Abernethy said that he expects that the LTF will obtain $3,000 in funds from the Chapters that was received in 2006. 
Motion:

Marion Miller made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report dated September 1, 2006.  William Merry seconded the motion.  The motion carried, as all were in favor.

Installation of Officers to the LTF for 2007:

Scott Johnston discussed that at the LTF workshop meeting in October 2006, the LTF had recommended approving a slate of officers for 2007 at the February 2007 meeting.  The slate recommended included the current 2006 officers.  Those recommended members, who are also now appointed to continuing as LTF members for 2007, had agreed to continue to serve if approved by the LTF.  It was discussed that according to the MOU for the LTF, the Chair and Vice-Chair are elected by the Task Force members, and then the Chair of the LTF appoints the Secretary and Treasurer, who are then ratified by the LTF membership.  Scott Johnston asked for a motion by the Task Force approving that the officers for 2006 continue as officers for 2007.   
Motion:

Mike Mohajer made a motion that the following be approved as officers of the LTF for 2007:

· Chairman – Scott Johnston

· Vice Chairman – Grace Chan

· Treasurer – John Abernethy

· Secretary – Mark Urquhart

Larry Sweetser seconded the motion.  The motion carried, as all were in favor.
Workplan Adoption Status
Scott Johnston indicated that he had received notification from the Sierra and Gold Rush Chapters that the workplan and budget submitted by the LTF was approved.  The approval from the Founding Chapter is pending.  Grace Chan said that she expects that the Founding Chapter would be considering approval at their next meeting, scheduled for February 7, 2007.
Schedule of Teleconference/Meeting Dates for the Year
It was decided that the teleconference calls would generally be scheduled for the first Thursday of the month, from 11 AM to noon, similar to last year.  Therefore, the next telephone conference meeting would be on March 1, 2007 from 11 AM to noon.  It was discussed that Paul Yoder would send out an email ballot after the meeting whether LTF members would prefer to have a personal meeting in Sacramento in March on the 21st or 22nd, because there was going to be a Gold Rush Chapter meeting in Sacramento on Wednesday the 21st and it might make sense to consider having an LTF meeting the same day directly after the Gold Rush Chapter meeting.
Western Regional Symposium
Paul Yoder discussed that the following potential speakers might be considered for the LTF session at the upcoming SWANA Western Regional Symposium on May 2007.

· Leonard Robinson (DTSC)

· Tim Leslie (CIWMB member after having served in legislature)

· Jeff Danzinger (CIWMB)

He said he would send out ideas with an email  ballot to the LTF after the meeting to provide and get additional ideas and the preference of the LTF on whom to invite.   

Other:  Paul Yoder discussed that there is one vacancy for CIWMB members and it is common that ex-legislators are appointed to those positions.
II
REGULATORY ISSUES

The following regulatory issues were discussed.   
A. Landfill Gas Monitoring Regulations: It was discussed that there was an upcoming meeting on February 5th at the Permitting and Enforcement Committee of the CIWMB to consider adopting draft regulations that would extend regulations, similar to current regulations regarding monitoring landfill gas (LFG) at the perimeter of closed landfill sites, to all active sites.  The CIWMB staff was also changing some of the technical requirements for the points of compliance and monitoring methods.  It was discussed that the LTF did not have specific concern with the concept of monitoring LFG at the perimeter of active landfills, however, there are other provisions or details being proposed that are of concern.  Grace Chan indicated that the LA Sanitation Districts had worked with staff on some of the issues about easements and probe placement.  Eric Greenwood discussed that he had contacted CIWMB staff about concerns that Kern County and others had expressed about changes that would affect the costs for compliance, without apparent technical justification for the changes. He felt that in his discussions with CIWMB staff that they had not fully considered the comments received from stakeholders.  It was discussed that there were “exceptions” available to the new provision at the discretion of the Local enforcement Agency (LEA), however, the LTF has concern that the provisions of the regulations tend to become the minimal standard in the eyes of the LEA.  Mark Urquhart discussed that even the LEA’s association had sent comments about changes to the current regulations regarding the depth of probes being required.  The LEA association resolution provided as comments to the CIWMB draft regulations stated it considered that specific new language “overkill”. It was decided that Nancy Ewert would attend the CIWMB meeting and speak about concerns that the LTF as well as Kern County had about the regulations.  Paul Yoder said that he would call Mark Leary, CIWMB Executive Officer, and discuss the LTF experience that CIWMB staff is not fully considering stakeholder input.  

B. SCAQMD Proposed Amendments to Rule 1110.2 Regarding Emissions: It was discussed that the proposed Rule 1110.2 regulations regarding emissions from internal combustion engines are so stringent that most sites with LFG control systems would have to go back to flares only.  The cost for compliance may be so high as to make them uneconomical.  This also would affect wastewater treatment plant digesters with energy recovery.  This appears to be inconsistent with the push to expand efforts for renewable energy and reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, which are some of the goals of LFG to energy systems.  Grace Chan said that she would check with her agency’s person following the regulation to see about the comments procedures on the draft regulations.  The concern goes beyond the SCAQMD because what starts there often ends up going statewide.  
C. Public Utilities Commission (PUC) Decision Regarding Emissions from Waste to Energy Facilities:  It was discussed that the decision would limit contracts for waste-to-energy (WTE) plants (such as the Stanislaus County plant) to five years.  This would hurt the ability to negotiate energy contracts for the plants and would hurt the three existing solid waste WTE facilities.   Revenues must often be tied to the term of the bonds for financing the facilities.  It is difficult to understand the concern of the PUC on this issue.  Paul Yoder said he would supply an internet link to the ruling.
D. Global Warning Act:  Paul Yoder discussed that the legislature will be revisiting the Act because they do not like the market based approach compared to a command and control approach.  
III
LEGISLATION

Paul Yoder discussed that many bills are not in committee yet and briefly discussed the following:  

· AB 35 (Ruskin) – Environment, state buildings, sustainable buildings: This bill is carried over from last year.

· 
AB 48 (Saldana) – Hazardous waste: electronic devices: This bill is carried over from last year.

· SB 55 (Florez) – Sewage sludge: This bill regarding sewage sludge has two parts:  [1] A treatment plant disposing of sludge would have to indemnify the receiver, and [2] would impose standards for application of sludge.  It was pointed out that this would be applied statewide.

· SB 140 (Kehoe) – Renewable  fuel:  This includes diesel fuel. 
· (Levine) – Fluorescent light bulbs:  This bill is being developed but has not been assigned a number yet.  The funding of the cost for disposal is not addressed yet.
IV
OTHER BUSINESS
It was discussed that the LTF should try to plan briefing meetings with the CIWMB members.  This could be with individual members and would have to be coordinated in the same timeframe.  It may be best to do within the timeframe of the March personal meeting in Sacramento, around the 22nd.
V
ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:10 PM. 
ATTACHMENT A
ATTENDANCE LIST


SWANA LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE TELEPHONE MEETING

FEBRUARY 1, 2007
	Voting Member Chapter
	NAME
	ORGANIZATION
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	VM/Gold Rush
	John Abernethy (T)
	Sacramento County
	916-875-4527
	aberenthyj@SacCounty.net

	VM/Gold Rush
	Larry Sweetser
	Sweetser and Associates/ESJPA
	(510) 703-0898
	sweetser@aol.com 

	VM/Gold Rush
	Mark Urquhart (S)
	Shaw Environmental
	530-626-4771
	murquhart@theitgroup.com

	VM/Gold Rush 
	Russ Reiserer
	City of Palo Alto
	(650) 496-6951 
	russell_reiserer@city.palo-alto.ca.us 

	Gold Rush
	Allison Hudson
	San Joaquin County
	209-468-3066
	

	Gold Rush
	Chris Hanson
	Placer County
	530-886-4965
	Chanson@placer.ca.gov 

	ALT/Founding
	Lisa Wood
	City of San Diego
	858-573-1236
	lfwood@sandiego.gov    

	VM/Founding 
	Constance Hornig
	Law Offices
	323-934-4601
	Hornig@MSWesq.com

	VM/Founding 
	Grace Chan (VC)  
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411 ext 2402
	gchan@lacsd.org 

	VM/Founding 
	Mike Mohajer  
	LA County IWM Task Force
	909-592-1147
	MikeMohajer@yahoo.com

	VM/Sierra
	Jason Moore
	URS Corporation
	559.256.1447
	jason_moore@urscorp.com

	ALT/Sierra
	Steve Strait
	SECOR
	559-271-2650
	sstrait@secor.com 

	VM/Sierra
	Nancy Ewert
	Kern County
	661-862-8953
	newert@co.kern.ca.us

	Sierra
	Eric Greenwood
	Kern County
	661- 862-8918
	egreenwood@co.kern.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	R. Scott Johnston (C)
	Merced County
	209-385-7388
	Irsj@co.merced.ca.us

	VM/Gold Rush
	William Merry 
	Monterey RWMD
	831-384-5313
	wmerry@mrwmd.org

	VM/Sierra
	Marion Miller
	Fresno County
	559-262-4259
	mmiller2@co.fresno.ca.us

	SWANA CA Chapter. Lobbyist
	Paul Yoder
	Shaw/Yoder, Inc.
	916-446-4656
	pyoder@shawyoder.org 


VM= Voting Member

Ch = Chair

VC = Vice Chair

T = Treasurer

S = Secretary

ATTACHMENT B
SWANA LTF AGENDA – TELECONFERENCE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 11:00 A.M. – NOON 

CALL IN NUMBER: 1-800-867-2581

ENTRY CODE: 1006105#
I.   
Business Items



Introductions


Chapter appointments to LTF



Approval of minutes – Attachment to follow



Treasurer’s report – Attachment to follow 


Installation of 2007 Officers

                          Workplan Adoption Status



Schedule of teleconference / meeting dates for the rest of the year



Western Regional Symposium



Other

II.
Legislative Matters 


Legislation:



AB 35 (Ruskin) – Environment: state buildings: sustainable buildings


AB 48 (Saldana) – Hazardous waste: electronic devices



SB 55 (Florez) – Sewage sludge



SB 140 (Kehoe) – Renewable diesel fuel


(Levine) – fluorescent light bulbs
III.
Regulatory Issues


LFG monitoring  



SCAQMD proposed amendments to Rule 1110.2 regarding emissions from IC engines 



PUC decision regarding emissions from waste to energy facilities


Global Warming Act


Other

IV.
Other Business

VI.
Adjourn 

ATTACHMENT C

SWANA LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE

2007 MEMBERS
	Member/Chapter
	NAME
	ORGANIZATION
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	VM/Gold Rush
	John Abernethy (T)
	Sacramento County
	916-875-4527
	aberenthyj@SacCounty.net

	VM/Gold Rush
	William Merry 
	Monterey RWMD
	831-384-5313
	wmerry@mrwmd.org

	VM/Gold Rush
	Mark Urquhart (S)
	Shaw Environmental
	530-626-4771
	murquhart@theitgroup.com

	VM/Gold Rush 
	Russ Reiserer
	City of Palo Alto
	(650) 496-6951 
	russell_reiserer@city.palo-alto.ca.us 

	VM/Gold Rush
	Larry Sweetser
	Sweetser and Associates/ESJPA
	(510) 703-0898
	sweetser@aol.com

	VM/Founding 
	Grace Chan (VC)  
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411 ext 2402
	gchan@lacsd.org

	VM/Founding 
	Constance Hornig
	Law Offices
	323-934-4601
	Hornig@MSWesq.com

	VM/Founding
	Mike Mohajer 
	LA County IWM Task Force
	909-592-1147
	MikeMohajer@yahoo.com

	VM/Founding 
	John Gulledge 
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411 ext 2401
	jgulledge@lacsd.org

	VM/Founding
	Chris Gonaver 
	City of San Diego
	858-573-1212 
	cgonaver@sandiego.gov

	ALT/Founding
	Kay Martin
	BioEnergy Producers Association
	805-653-5935
	Kay4bioenergy@aol.com

	ALT/Founding
	Lisa Wood
	City of San Diego
	858-573-1236
	lfwood@sandiego.gov

	ALT/Founding
	Sharon Green
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411  
	sgreen@lacsd.org

	VM/Sierra
	R. Scott Johnston (C)
	Merced County
	209-385-7388
	Irsj@co.merced.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	Nancy Ewert
	Kern County
	661-862-8953
	newert@co.kern.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	Marion Miller
	Fresno County
	559-262-4259
	mmiller2@co.fresno.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	Jim Babcock
	Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.
	510-451-8904
	jbabcock@pirnie.com

	VM/Sierra
	Jason Moore
	URS Corporation
	559.256.1447
	jason_moore@urscorp.com

	ALT/Sierra
	Steve Strait
	SECOR
	559-271-2650
	sstrait@secor.com 

	SWANA CA Chp. Lobbyist
	Paul Yoder
	Shaw/Yoder Inc.
	916-446-4656
	Paul@shawyoder.org


VM= Voting Member

ALT= Alternate Voting Member

C = Chair

VC = Vice Chair

T = Treasurer

S = Secretary

ATTACHMENT D
[image: image1.emf]SWANA  LEGISLATIVE  TASK FORCE

                 2006 BUDGET STATUS

     JANUARY 1, 2006 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2006

BUDGET ACTUAL PROJECTED 07

BEGINNING BALANCE - 12/31/05 31,894.97 $   

36,873 $               

REVENUES

20,000 $           

    DUES SURCHARGE ($30 / MEMBER RENEWAL) 15-Jan 1,590.00 $     

15-Feb 2,120.00 $     

15-Mar 4,067.50 $     

17-Apr 1,650.00 $     

17-May 930.00 $        

20-Jun 1,530.00 $     

17-Jul 1,010.00 $     

15-Aug 2,580.00 $     

26-Oct 4,120.00 $     

20-Nov 1,500.00 $     

15-Dec 1,710.00 $     

SUBTOTAL 22,807.50 $    114.0% 22,890 $               

    WESTERN REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM 10,000 $            13,508.47 $    135.1% 10,000 $               

    MOLO COURSE REVENUES 3,500 $              - $               4,000 $                 

    AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS 12,000 $            2/13/06  MERCED CO. 1,000.00 $     

4/04/06  KERN CO. 1,500.00 $     

4/13/06  SACRAMENTO CO. 2,500.00 $     

5/11/06  CITY OF SAN DIEGO 2,500.00 $     

5/11/06  MONTEREY RWMA 2,000.00 $     

6/8/2006 CITY OF FOLSOM 750.00 $        

6/8/2006 COUNTY OF LA 2,500.00 $     

SUBTOTAL 12,750.00 $    106.3% 12,000 $               

    INTEREST 1/31/2006 4.58 $            

2/28/2005 5.15 $            

3/31/2006 6.02 $            

4/28/2006 5.88 $            

5/31/2006 7.01 $            

6/30/2006 6.50 $            

7/31/2006 6.86 $            

8/31/2006 8.35 $            

9/29/2006 7.13 $            

10/31/2006 7.55 $            

11/30/2006 6.06 $            

12/31/2006 4.84 $            

SUBTOTAL 75.93 $           50 $                      

RELEASE FROM RESERVES 7,940 $             

- $                  - $              

    TOTAL REVENUES BUDGET

53,440 $           

REVENUE TO DATE 49,141.90 $   

92.0%

48,940 $               

EXPENSES

- $              

    SHAW / YODER, INC. CONTRACT 38,940 $            1/20/06    INVOICE #3587-Jan 3,150.00 $     

2/22/06    INVOICE #3614-Feb       3,150.00 $     

3/24/06    INV. #3653 COLA ADJ 138.60 $        

3/24/06    INVOICE #3653 -Mar 3,219.30 $      Adj for 2.6% CPI

4/21/06    INVOICE #3681-Apr 3,219.30 $     

6/16/06    INV. #33709COLA ADJ 102.80 $         Adj for 3.0% CPI

6/16/06    INVOICE #33709-May 3,245.00 $     

7/25/06    INVOICE #3735-Jun 3,219.30 $     

8/25/06   INVOICE #3759-Jul 3,219.30 $     

9/05/06   INVOICE #3780-Aug 3,219.30 $     

10/17/06 INV #3805 COLA ADJ 77.10 $            Adj for 06/07/08

10/17/06 INVOICE #3805 - Sep 3,245.00 $     

10/20/06 INVOICE #3835-Oct 3,245.00 $     

11/30/06 INVOICE #3862-Nov 3,245.00 $     

12/19/06 INVOICE #3889-Dec 3,245.00 $     

SUBTOTAL 38,940.00 $    100.0% 38,940 $               

    SHAW / YODER, INC. ADMIN. EXPENSES 4,000 $              2/20/06    INVOICE #3587-Jan 64.90 $          

2/22/06    INVOICE #3614-Feb       45.00 $          

3/24/06    INVOICE #3653 -Mar 542.90 $        

4/21/06    INVOICE #3681-Apr 639.65 $        

6/16/06    INVOICE #33709-May 774.93 $        

7/25/06    INVOICE #3735-Jun 138.84 $        

8/25/06   INVOICE #3759-Jul 120.00 $        

9/05/06   INVOICE #3780-Aug 163.70 $        

10/17/06 INVOICE #3805 - Sep 311.09 $        

10/20/06 INVOICE #3835-Oct 156.55 $        

11/30/06 INVOICE #3862-Nov 45.00 $          

12/19/06 INVOICE #3889-DEC 45.00 $          

SUBTOTAL 3,047.56 $      76.2% 4,000 $                 

   WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT / MAINTENANCE  1,000 $             

    AND MEMBERSHIP ROSTER UPDATES   2/20/06    INVOICE #3587-Jan 60.00 $          

2/22/06    INVOICE #3614-Feb      

3/24/06    INVOICE #3653 -Mar 42.00 $          

4/21/06    INVOICE #3681-Apr 80.00 $          

6/16/06    INVOICE #33709-May 30.00 $          

7/25/06    INVOICE #3735-Jun 72.00 $          

8/25/06   INVOICE #3759-Jul 20.00 $          

9/05/06   INVOICE #3780-Aug 70.00 $          

10/17/06 INVOICE #3805 - Sep 112.00 $        

10/20/06 INVOICE #3835-Oct - $              

SUBTOTAL 486.00 $         48.6% 1,000 $                 

    MEETING EXPENSES, TELECONFERENCE 5,500 $              2/20/06    INVOICE #3587-Jan 124.65 $        

       CHARGES AND ANNUAL WORKSHOP 2/22/06    INVOICE #3614-Feb       141.10 $        

3/24/06    INVOICE #3653 -Mar 117.89 $        

4/21/06    INVOICE #3681-Apr 126.72 $        

4/24/06    PHOTO COPY FEE 8.00 $            

6/16/06    INVOICE #33709-May 158.85 $        

7/25/06    INVOICE #3735-Jun 729.72 $        

9/05/06   INVOICE #3780-Aug 95.55 $          

10/17/06 INVOICE #3805 - Sep 82.48 $          

10/20/06 INVOICE #3835-Oct 99.69 $          

SUBTOTAL 1,684.65 $      30.6% 5,000 $                 

    CONTINGENCIES / SPECIAL PROJECTS  4,000 $              - $               - $                     

SUBTOTAL - $              

- $                  - $              

    TOTAL EXPENSES BUDGET 53,440 $            EXPENSES TO DATE 44,158.21 $   

82.6%

48,940 $               

- $              

ENDING BALANCE PROJECTED 23,950 $            ACCOUNT BALANCE 36,878.66 $    36,873 $               

Prepared by John Abernethy 12/31/06
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