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MINUTES OF SWANA CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE



TASK FORCE TELEPHONE MEETING

March 1, 2007


By:  Mark Urquhart, Secretary

The Legislative Task Force (LTF) telephone meeting started at about 11:00 AM.  A quorum was present as there were twelve voting members present, and at least one voting member from each chapter.  A list of people that participated is in Attachment A.  The agenda is Attachment B.  

I.
BUSINESS ITEMS AND LTF ACTIVITIES


At the beginning of the meeting Scott Johnston indicated that the draft minutes from the February 1, meeting and treasurer’s report (both circulated prior to meeting via email) would be handled at the next LTF meeting on March 22, 2007, starting at 10 A.M. in Sacramento.   

Western Regional Symposium (WRS)
Paul Yoder asked if there were any new thoughts since last meeting on speakers.  He said it would probably be difficult to get Senator Padilla (author of 75 percent bill) to attend the WRS.  There was some discussion about Eugene Singh from last meeting, which Grace Chan was going to talk with Constance Hornig about this before the next meeting. 

II
LEGISLATION

Paul Yoder discussed the following from a list of SWANA tracked bills distributed via email prior to the meeting (Copy in Attachment C):
SB 1020 (Padilla) – Would increase the landfill diversion rate to 75 percent by 2012.  Paul Yoder noted that Senator Padilla took Senator Alarcon’s place in the senate.  Senator Padilla is rumored to be possible next Senate Pro-Tem.  It was discussed that there will be a difficult time in dealing with this issue because the Senator is from City of Los Angeles, which already has attained 70 percent diversion rate.  It was discussed that previous information regarding the LTF position should be reviewed before the next meeting for discussion at Gold rush Chapter meeting lunch presentation on March 21, 2007 and the next LTF meeting on March 22, 2007.  Paul Yoder said he would see if he can get the staff person from Senator Padilla’s office at the Gold Rush Chapter meeting. 

He discussed that relative to AB 1610, Assembly member Nunez is the Speaker of the Assembly is also from the City of LA and proposing increased tip fee surcharges.  Paul Yoder briefly went through AB 48, AB 1535, AB 1195, AB447, and SB 966.  It was discussed that many of these bills be supported in line with Californian’s Against Waste and other groups involved.  AB 1109, SB 898, AB 722, SB 1021, AB 904, and AB 529 were then discussed and it was similarly noted in general that most of these bills could also be supported in similar fashion.  No significant discussion on each bill or votes on positions took place and these bills will be discussed further at future meetings as they evolve. 
Additional discussion occurred regarding the following:

· AB 1237 (Hancock) – This bill would change the 60-day concurrence period to 90-days or objected, rather than being approved as the default is now.  It was discussed that this is bad because it makes the CIWMB less responsive to making timely decisions and would result in more disapprovals because of the change in the default position if the approval time period expires.
· SB 826 – This environmental justice bill needs to be monitored because it will be difficult to comply with or determine methods for compliance.
· AB 800 – This would require a two-hour notification on discharges to waters of the United States to OES and other agencies or there could be fines and jail to the responsible staff.  The very broad terms of any waters of the United States and the short timeline are a concern.
Scott Johnston asked that LTF members email Paul Yoder with suggestions on bills that should be dropped (if not related to solid waste or a key concern) or added to the list of bills that the LTF tracks.

Other:  
Paul Yoder noted that Kyra Ross will be taking Yvonne Hunter’s place as lobbyist for the League of California Cities.

.
III
REGULATORY ISSUES

The following regulatory issues were discussed.   
A. Landfill Gas Monitoring Regulations: Eric Greenwood discussed that he had circulated a letter regarding this issue to the LTF via email prior to the meeting.  Grace Chan said she thought that the Kern letter was good and concerns should continue to be submitted.  However, she said that CIWMB staff has not been amenable to compromise on the issues.  It was discussed that Kern County and LTF testimony at the February Permit and Enforcement Committee meeting was good but the only significant testimony with concerns.  Paul Yoder said he would put in another call to Mark Leary, CIWMB Administrative Officer, about the CIWMB staff’s increasing disregard of stakeholder comment positions and lack of willingness to consider comments and compromise. 
B. South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Proposed Amendments to Rule 1110.2 Regarding Emissions – Grace Chan discussed that the comment period is over and the Air District is working on the EIR for the proposed rules. The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts will be working with the SCAQMD staff on those regulations.
C. Alternative Management Standards for Treated Wood Waste: Larry Sweetser discussed that earlier version was trimmed but there are still onerous provisions.   
D. Postclosure Maintenance And Financial Assurance Demonstrations For Landfills:  Larry Sweetser discussed that the CIWMB may limit changes to minor changes until the CIWMB study is completed.
IV
OTHER BUSINESS
John Abernathy said that he would be sending out solicitation letter for requesting funding for the LTF and that if anyone wants a funding request letter for their agency they should contact him. 
V
ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 PM. 
ATTACHMENT A
ATTENDANCE LIST


SWANA LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE TELEPHONE MEETING

MARCH 1, 2007
	Voting Member Chapter
	NAME
	ORGANIZATION
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	VM/Gold Rush
	John Abernethy (T)
	Sacramento County
	916-875-4527
	aberenthyj@SacCounty.net

	VM/Gold Rush
	Larry Sweetser
	Sweetser and Associates/ESJPA
	(510) 703-0898
	sweetser@aol.com 

	VM/Gold Rush
	Mark Urquhart (S)
	Shaw Environmental
	530-626-4771
	murquhart@theitgroup.com

	VM/Gold Rush 
	Russ Reiserer
	City of Palo Alto
	(650) 496-6951 
	russell_reiserer@city.palo-alto.ca.us 

	Gold Rush
	Chris Hanson
	Placer County
	530-886-4965
	Chanson@placer.ca.gov 

	ALT/Founding
	Lisa Wood
	City of San Diego
	858-573-1236
	lfwood@sandiego.gov    

	VM/Founding 
	Constance Hornig
	Law Offices
	323-934-4601
	Hornig@MSWesq.com

	VM/Founding 
	Grace Chan (VC)  
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411 ext 2402
	gchan@lacsd.org 

	VM/Founding 
	Mike Mohajer  
	LA County IWM Task Force
	909-592-1147
	MikeMohajer@yahoo.com

	VM/Sierra
	Jason Moore
	URS Corporation
	559.256.1447
	jason_moore@urscorp.com

	VM/Founding 
	John Gulledge 
	LA County Sanitation Districts
	562-699-7411 ext 2401
	jgulledge@lacsd.org

	Sierra
	Eric Greenwood
	Kern County
	661- 862-8918
	egreenwood@co.kern.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	R. Scott Johnston (C)
	Merced County
	209-385-7388
	Irsj@co.merced.ca.us

	VM/Sierra
	Marion Miller
	Fresno County
	559-262-4259
	mmiller2@co.fresno.ca.us

	SWANA CA Chapter. Lobbyist
	Paul Yoder
	Shaw/Yoder, Inc.
	916-446-4656
	pyoder@shawyoder.org 


VM= Voting Member

Ch = Chair

VC = Vice Chair

T = Treasurer

S = Secretary

ATTACHMENT B
SWANA LTF AGENDA – TELECONFERENCE

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 11:00 A.M. – NOON 

CALL IN NUMBER: 1-800-867-2581

ENTRY CODE: 1006105#
I.   
Business Items



Introductions


Western Regional Symposium



Other

II.
Legislative Matters 


Legislation:  Please see attached matrix
III.
Regulatory Issues

Proposed Regulations Modifying Existing Active Disposal Site Gas Monitoring and Control Regulations 
Alternative Management Standards for Treated Wood Waste
Postclosure Maintenance And Financial Assurance Demonstrations For Landfills
Illegal Dumping Report.

 

IV.
Other Business

VI.
Adjourn 
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